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Introduction

Welcome to The Suitcase Series for 2016 and to our newly commissioned script of Turbine by

Dan Giovannoni.

One of the things that you will immediately notice about Turbine is that it is divided into five
sections. These sections are based upon the model of Kibler-Ross’ Five Stages of Grief: Denial,
Anger, Bargaining, Depression and Acceptance. Each section has a very distinct writing style
that to some extent reflects what is happening in that particular scene. The play begins in a
state of chaos and confusion that gradually becomes clearer as the play progresses. For
instance, in the opening scene DENIAL / A LOVED ONE, the language appears on the page as
if it is a long poem. There is no punctuation, stage directions or clearly defined character. In
ANGER / A PLACE, the text is spoken by a mob, but there are no descriptions or names for the
characters who speak these lines, nor where the scene is taking place. In BARGAINING / A
MEMORY we are told that the characters are ‘oldies’ and lines are attributed to particular
actors - but the names of the characters are not specified. In DEPRESSION / AN ICON, the
characters have names and there is a specific setting. The final scene ACCEPTANCE / A WAY
OF LIFE reads on the page as the most naturalistic of the five scenes, with clearly defined
characters, location, character descriptions and stage directions. It is also worth noting that
throughout this final scene, the character Marta moves through each of the Five Stages of
Grief.

Even though the playwright, Dan Giovannoni has used particular writing styles in each of the
five scenes, your students are welcome to play with the characters and the scenes in any way
they like. They are encouraged to experiment with different locations, theatrical styles and

characters.

In creating these resources our aim is to provide you with suggestions for ways to explore the
themes of Turbine as well as activities for each of the five sections of the play. You are

welcome to vary these exercises as much as you please. Experiment, play and have fun!

If you have any further questions regarding The Suitcase Series program, please don’t hesitate

to contact me.

Vanessa O’Neill, Youth & Education Manager
Phone: (03) 9685 5164 | Email: voneill@malthouse.com.au

™
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Part A: Getting Started

Don’t feel that you have to start with a script reading in the first class. We recommend

commencing with introductory activities that encourage exploration and utilises stimulus

materials to introduce some of the key ideas present within the play. As Dan Giovannoni was

writing Turbine he sought inspiration from online resources, articles, images, videos and music.

In creating these activities, we have referenced a number of Dan’s sources of inspiration that

he shared with us.

Activity One — Responding to the Turbine Pinterest board

“l find looking at pictures quite helpful when I’'m starting to write. They help give me little nuggets of

ideas.” -Dan Giovannoni

Below is a Pinterest board of images that inspired Dan during the writing of Turbine:

https://au.pinterest.com/dangiovannoni/turbine/

T

In groups of 4 or 5 students choose one of the images from the Turbine Pinterest board.
From this image they create three frozen tableaux. The beginning tableau should represent
the stimulus image as closely as possible, the middle tableau should take the image to a new
stage, then find a way to create a final tableau

Bring the three tableaux to life for 15 seconds in slow motion, in silence

Bring the three tableaux to life for 15 seconds using sound effects

Throughout the term encourage students to create their own Pinterest boards in response
to the scenes that they are exploring and creating. Encourage each group to collect images
that correlate with the themes and characters within Turbine as well images that relate to
the new pieces that students are developing

Ask each student to choose some images to print and add them to a class mood board for
reference during the development and rehearsal process

Encourage students to discuss the images from which they have taken inspiration
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Activity Two — Exploring the notion of five stages of grief in

response to climate change

Below is an article that was a key source of inspiration for Dan Giovannoni in writing Turbine. It

is where Dan got the idea for “a loved one, a place, a memory, an icon, a way of life”.

https://theconversation.com/understanding-grief-can-help-us-adapt-to-climate-change-37518

As a class, read the above article. Pay particular attention to the table based upon Kibler-Ross’
Five Stages of Grief that explores the ways in which these stages might be relevant to peoples’

responses to climate change.
Here are some suggestions of questions to consider with your students:

91 Discuss the idea of Elizabeth Kibler-Ross’ Five Stages of Grief within the article. Do you
agree that these stages are relevant to how people respond to climate change? Can you think of

specific examples of people responding in this way?

1 Which stage do you think you are experiencing in response to climate change? (e.g. Are you
in denial? Does climate change make you feel angry? Is it too depressing to discuss with others?

Is it something that you accept and want to take action on?)

1 What stage do you think is the most effective way of dealing with climate change and why?

After the class discussion, in small groups, ask students to create a series of five tableaux, one

for denial, anger, bargaining, depression and acceptance.

9 Bring the tableaux to life for 15 seconds, without sound and in slow motion
1 Ask each group to choose one tableau from the five they have just created
1 Develop a one-minute performance to share with the rest of the group. Use sounds,

gibberish and/or song throughout the piece, but no dialogue

i N
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Part B: Responding to the Script

The following activities are designed to be done in response to each of the five sections of the

play. As each scene is quite distinct, it is suggested that you work on activities for each scene

separately before reading the entire play as a class.

1. DENIAL / A LOVED ONE

a)

s

v

Explore this first scene as a choral work with the entire class. Read the scene by going
around in a circle with each member of the class speaking a section of the scene at a
time. Pay attention to the spacing of the lines as written by Dan and divide the scene up
according to how it is written. This will mean that some students will have one line to
read, some three lines, some five lines and some one word. Depending upon the size of
the class you may go around the circle a few times. Encourage students to work with

the internal rhythm of the piece.

Here is an excerpt from Turbine as an example:

my eyes are still closed when my brain comes back to me
lands like a rock right in the centre of me

ripped from the black of a dreamless sleep by the sound of wings
a bird in a flight
but with my eyes shut tight | cant tell my left from my right

so | open my eyes but as | do they stick with something thick

a crust across my face

weird

they wont adjust

After the read through, discuss the following: Which images were most vivid for you in
this scene? What do you think has just happened? Where might it be set? Who is speaking

these lines? Why might the writer have written the scene in this way?

Assign groups of 4 or 5 a section from this scene (approx. half a page each) to work on
which they will perform to the rest of the class. For this task there is an emphasis upon
the students responding to the rhythm and sounds of the language and creating an
aural soundscape to accompany the text. Students are encouraged to experiment with
pitch, volume and tone. For the soundscape encourage them to use their voices, body
percussion and anything else in the classroom they can find. During each performance,
students in the audience are asked to close their eyes and listen to the piece being

performed.



c)

d)
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At the conclusion of each group’s performance, discuss what emotions were evoked
and what images were conjured during the performance. How did the piece make you
feel? Was any part of it was unclear? Do you have any ideas on how you might stage this

section of the play?
Here are some other sources of inspiration that Dan looked at when writing this section
of the play:

“Footage of the tsunami in Japan (this footage is really sad and intense) - helped me build a
picture of the world for DENIAL.”- Dan Giovannoni

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=|0YOXVIPUu4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6cJo_gD8TU

“This is a scene from zombie movie 28 Days Later where the protagonist wakes up in the
middle of London and finds it abandoned - it was in the back of my mind when writing
DENIAL.” -Dan Giovannoni

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eCdRFMp8Xwo

2. ANGER / A PLACE

a)

b)

ol

Stand in a circle as a class. Encourage students to think of one thing that makes them
really angry. Let them know that it can be anything at all e.g. I really hate winter, | can’t
stand having to wait in queues, | get furious when my sister takes my clothes without asking

my permission. One by one, everyone in the circle is asked to declare the one thing that

makes them feel angry. They must choose a _



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0YOXVlPUu4
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